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By PR Watch
Private spooks court journalists

Melissa Sweet, a freelance Australian health journalist, reports that she recently received an email from a
staffer with the private intelligence company Hakluyt. In it, she was asked if she would like to become
part of a “network of well-placed individuals around the world who are able to provide us, very
discreetly, with intelligence on specific commercial or political issues that may arise.” In particular, they
were seeking her assistance for an anonymous “financial institution” client, on “a new project on the new
Australian government’s health care policy — how realistic their reform ambitions really are,” “the role
of the private sector” and other matters. Sweet responded by pointing out that she was a journalist, not a
consultant. Undeterred, the Hakluyt staffer responded that as a journalist, she was likely to have “dozens
of well-placed sources in the field” and that the company already works with “a number of quality,
usually specialist journalists.” In 2001 Hakluyt was outed for infiltrating Greenpeace in Europe.

Source: Crikey (Australia, sub req’d), July 31, 2008
Hakluyt web site

Spin of the Week comes courtesy of PR Watch, a project of the Wisconsin-based Center for Media and
Democracy.
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Posted by anthony
Anthony Lappé is GNN's Executive Editor. He's written for The New York Times, Details, New York,

Paper, The Fader and Vice, among many others. He has worked as a producer for MTV and Fuse. He is
the co-author of GNN's True Lies and the producer of their Iraq doc,...

Disclaimer: Statements and opinions expressed in articles published on this site are those of the authors
and not of the staff or editors of GNN, unless otherwise stated.
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