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• B A N A N A firm 
FYFFES has 
upped its tar­
gets after higher 
prices led to a 
16 per cent 
increase in first-
half profits to 
£15.8million. 
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•ASDA has kept 
its lead in the 
school uniform 
market with a 
25 per cent 
share since July, 
according to fig­
ures released 
yesterday. 

PLATINUM p roduce r 
LONMIN surged yesterday 
on renewed speculat ion 
t h a t m i n i n g g i a n t 
XSTRATA may launch a 
takeover bid. 

Lonmin ended 136p 
higher at £15.78 . Traders 
claim Xstrata may turn i ts 
at tent ions back to the 
business a f te r be ing 
thwarted in i ts bid for 
ANGLO AMERICAN. 

VODAFONE rose 2.95p 
to 133.25 on renewed 
reports i t may bid for 
T-MOBILE UK. 

BRITISH AIRWAYS 
cl imbed 5.4p to 189.4 
while EASY JET rose 4.9p 
to 320 .7 as investors 
d iges ted Thursday ' s 
restructur ing plans. 

Primark-owner ASSOCI­
ATED BRITISH FOODS rose 
16.5p to 8 1 2 ahead of 
Monday's t rading update. 

V ideo game g r o u p 
GAME went 1.8p higher to 
176.4 despite a down­
grade f rom SINGER CAPI­
TAL. Drug minnow SYNAIR-
GEN rose l p to 18 after 
winning a key US patent 
for an asthma treatment. 

Job cuts 
up in US 
N E A R L Y one in ten 
Americans is out of 
work — after bleak fig­
ures yesterday revealed 
that US companies axed 
216,000 jobs in August. 

The cuts take the coun­
try's unemployment rate 
to a 26-year high of 9.7 
per cent. 

Economists had feared 
a higher figure and 
stocks on Wall Street 
were up before the close. 

Nigel Gault, chief US 
economist at IHS Global 
Insight, said: "It's good 
to see the rate of job 
losses slow down." 

RYANAIR: GIVE US 
BAGS MORE D0SH 

Luggage charges rocket 50% 
RYANAIR is hiking up 
charges for checked-in 
bags by 50 PER CENT. 

The no-fri l ls airline 
risked yet another back­
lash yesterday by saying it 
needed to increase fees to 
pay for its lower fares. 

Chief executive Michael 
O'Leary is letting passengers 
check in two bags totalling up 
to 30kg from October 1. But 
charges are going sky-high. 

The cost of checking in one 
bag online will rise from £10 to 
£15 - or from £20 to £30 if you 
check it in at the airport. Pas­
sengers with bulky sports gear 
will have to pay as much as 
£50. Spokesman Stephen McNa-
mara said Ryanair had to 

"defray" the cost of price cuts 
as average fares had fallen 20 
per cent to £28 a ticket. 

He told Sun City: "70 per 
cent of our passengers don't 
check in bags and they won't 
have a problem with this. 

"One or two others may grum­
ble but they will still fly with 
us as our fares are cheaper." 

The move comes just weeks 
after Mr O'Leary called PM 
Gordon Brown a "clueless 
clown" for refusing to scrap 
the Government's Air Passen­
ger Duty. APD is £10 a passen­
ger on short-haul flights. 

Mr O'Leary has previously 

sparked outrage by proposing a 
£1 charge to use the toilet, a 
"fat tax" on tubby travellers 
and even making passengers 
STAND so he can pack more in. 

Airlines are suffering one of 
the toughest years in the indus­
try's history. Ryanair made its 
first ever annual loss earlier 
this year and last month pulled 
out of Manchester Airport in a 
row over take-off fees. 

Douglas McNeill, analyst at 
AST AIRE, said: "Ryanair and 
rival EASY JET are coping better 
than others, but still need to 
maximise profits ahead of what 
could be a tough year in 2010." Ryanair . . . fees are taking off 

Whltbread 
ends final 
pay deals 
WHITBREAD the leisure 
giant behind the PREMIER 
INN hotel chain — has 
become the latest company 
to axe its final salary pen­
sion scheme. 

More than 800 staff at 
the group, which also 
owns COSTA COFFEE and 
the DAVID LLOYD LEISURE 
chain, are set to have their 
benefits cut. 

Whitbread said the * 
affected staff would switch 
to a cheaper defined contri­
bution scheme. The final 
salary plan was closed to 
new recruits in 2002. 

A spokeswoman for the 
firm said: "This ensures 
that we offer fair pension 
benefits to all." 

BARCLAYS and MORRI­
SONS are among other com­
panies which have closed 
gold-plated final salary 
schemes so far this year. 

Clock work 
A LUXURY British watchmaker is cracking 
the US after a tie-up with TOURNEAU store 
chain. BREMONT — backed by free-diving 
champ Sara Campbell, above — will sell 
watches in eight cit ies including Philadel­
phia after a successful t r ia l in New York. 
It was founded by two brothers in 2007. 

A-Z CLOSING PRICES 
HOW to use The Sun new voice rec­
ogni t ion share price service: 

For up-to-the-minute share pr ice 
f rom The London Stock Exchange 
on 2,000 of the most f requent l y 
reques ted s tocks call 09058 17 
1693. Listen to the current FTSE100 
index then request the stock name 
you require buy and sell prices for. 

All cal ls cha rged at 75p /minu te 
f rom BT landl ine. Costs f rom other 
networks may be higher. Average 
call durat ion will be one minute for 
one stock quote. Not all s tocks are 
ava i lab le , a n d all ca l ls wi l l be 
charged. 

For more details call the helpl ine 
on 020 7763 2059. 

Please consu l t your f inanc ia l 
adviser and verify f inancial informa­
t ion ob ta ined v ia The Sun share 
pr ice serv ice before mak ing any 
investment decis ions. 

(Service provided by Telecom 
Express, 7 Swallow place, London, W1B 
2AG) 
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H KONG 12.01 dollar 
INDIA 70.34 rupees 
JAPAN 144.03 yen 
MEXICO 19.70 pesos 
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USA 1.56 dollars 
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Land Sec 620 + 18 
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Lloyds Banking Gp 10134 + 2 
London St Exch 79312 + 15 
Lonmin 1578 +136 
MITIE 256U + 312 
Man Group 260 + AU 
Marks&S 34714 + 6 
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Morrison (Wm) 285'4 - 2 
Mothercare 585 + 19V 
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Ryl Dutch Sh B* 1640 - 12 

Shell axe 
'warning' 
OIL giant SHELL is pre­
paring to axe more than 
2,000 of its staff, it was 
claimed last night. 

Sources said that 
middle-managers had 
been told in an internal 
email that "the coming 
days wil l bring more 
information about Shell's 
reorganisation". 

A Shell protest website 
— royaldutchshellplc.com 
- claimed 15 PER CENT 
of the company's explora­
tion and production team 
could go. 

Shell, which axed 150 
top managers in July, has 
previously warned that 
24,500 w o u l d be 
"affected" in some way 
by chief exec Peter Vos-
er's restructuring plans. 

The company refused to 
comment last night. 
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Thomas Cook Group*..22934 - 0 
Thomson Reuters* 1902 + 20 
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UTV Media 78 + 1 
Unilever 1622 - 7 
Uniq: 30 - 1 
Utd Utils 456 + 434 
VT 539 + 21 
Vodafone 133V + 3 
Whitbread 1026 + 2 
William Hill 179 + 334 
Wincanton 222 + 034 
Wolseley 1415 + 36 
Yell Group 48 + 2V 
Young A 469V — 
Share prices by Interactive Data. 
* = ex dividend 

THIS newspaper adheres to the 
system of self-regulation over­
seen by the Press Complaints 
Commiss ion. The PCC takes 
complaints about the editorial 
content of publ icat ions under 
the Editors' Code of Practice, a 
copy of which can be found at 
www.pcc.org.uk 

TRADE SECRET 
W E G U A R A N T E E 
YOU CAN'T 
BUY BETTER 

To get your FREE copy 
text* sun to 84433 
jDr_visit cpc.co.uk 

It's the massive choice of 

over 100,000 products... 

...and the LOW prices tha 
keep us coining back!" 
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