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PRESS RELEASE

2,757.1 MPG Achieved at 2009 Shell Eco-marathon
Americas(R)
--Student-built, fuel-efficient prototype vehicle achieves highest distance using
least amount of fuel
Last update: 1:32 a.m. EDT April 19, 2009

HOUSTON, April 19, 2009 /PRNewswire via COMTEX/ -- Distance, not
speed, was the goal this weekend on the track at the 2009 Shell Ecomarathon Americas(R), a challenge for students to design, build and test fuelefficient vehicles that travel the farthest distance using the least amount of
fuel. This year, more than 500 students from North and South America were
on hand to stretch the boundaries of fuel efficiency. So who came out on top?
The student team from Laval University, with an astonishing 2,757.1 miles per
gallon, equivalent to 1,172.2 kilometres per liter, won the grand prize in the
"Prototype" category. And in the "UrbanConcept" category - new to the
Americas event this year - the team from Mater Dei High School took the
grand prize by achieving 433.3 mpg, equivalent to 184.2 km/l.
With 44 participating
teams at track
competition was
steep. This year's
challenge brought
together a number
of returning teams
determined to beat
the 2,843 mpg
(1,208 km/l) record
set by Mater Dei
High School
(Evansville, Ind.) in 2008, combined with a
number of new teams adding fresh
innovation and vehicle designs to the
competition.
"We knew coming into the challenge this
year that we would have a lot to go up
against," said David Vallee of Laval
University. "But we had confidence in our vehicle and all the hard work that
had gone into building it over the past year. We're just excited the long hours
paid off and we were able to win the 2009 Shell Eco-marathon Americas!"
"The Shell Eco-marathon is a platform for students to let their imaginations
run wild," said Mark Singer, global project manager for the Shell Ecomarathon. "By encouraging these students to build vehicles with greater
energy efficiency, we hope this will help inspire others; and together we can
find solutions that will help meet the global energy challenge."
This year, student teams were invited to participate in either the Prototype or
UrbanConcept categories. For the Prototype category, teams entered futuristic
prototypes - streamlined vehicles focused on maximizing fuel efficiency
through innovative design elements, such as drag reduction. For the
UrbanConcept category, teams entered more "roadworthy" fuel-efficient
vehicles. Aimed at meeting the real-life needs of drivers, these vehicles are
closer in appearance to the cars seen on roads today. For both categories,
teams could use any conventionally available energy source - including fuels
such as diesel, gasoline and liquid petroleum gas (LPG), as well as alternative
fuels such as hydrogen, biomass and solar.
The 2009 Shell Eco-marathon Americas roster contained 44 teams from six
high schools and 29 universities from North and South America, including
Brazil, Canada, Mexico and the United States. Additionally, a guest team from
India joined the roster with their Prototype vehicle.
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The Prototype entries included 28 vehicles powered by combustion engines,
five by fuel cell/hydrogen technology, three by LPG, three by solar power, and
two by diesel fuel. The UrbanConcept entries included two vehicles powered
by combustion engines and one by solar power.
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Category winners for the 2009 Shell Eco-marathon Americas include:
Prototype
Grand Prize - Combustion Engine
With mileage of 2,757.1 mpg (1,172.2 kilometers per liter) the Alerion
Supermileage team from Laval University in Quebec, Canada won a
US$5,000 grand prize with their vehicle, NTF 3.0.
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Fuel Cell/Hydrogen
The Penn State University team from University Park, Pa. achieved 1,912.9
mpg (813.2 km/l) in its Blood, Sweat & Gears vehicle.
Solar Power
The Purdue Solar Racing team from Purdue University took first place with its
solar vehicle, Pulsar, which achieved 4,913 mpg (2,088.7 km/l).
UrbanConcept
Grand Prize - Combustion Engine
With mileage of 433.3 mpg (184.2 kilometers per liter) the Mater Dei
Supermileage Team from Mater Dei High School in Evansville, Ind. won a
US$5,000 grand prize with their vehicle, Street Buggy.
Special Awards for the 2009 Shell Eco-marathon Americas
Achieving the best fuel economy in a category wasn't the only way to win at
the 2009 Shell Eco-marathon Americas. Teams were also given the
opportunity to compete for one or more Special Awards, including:
Eco-Design Award
A special "Eco-Design Award" was presented to the UCLA team for their
Prototype design. Their special design not only contributed to the fuel
efficiency of their vehicle, but incorporated recycled and eco-friendly materials
into the vehicle and production process.
Safety
The "Safety Award" recognized three teams who made the most extensive
efforts to comply with the safety regulations of the Shell Eco-marathon
Americas. This award went to UNAM (Universidad Nacional Autonoma de
Mexico), Grand Rapids Technical School and Loyola Marymount University.
These teams all demonstrated safety as a top priority in vehicle designs and
construction.
Technical Innovation
This award was presented to three teams who demonstrated outstanding
initiative and technical ingenuity along with optimal use of new materials in the
drive train, chassis, instrumentation and tires. First prize was awarded to
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, second prize to Purdue University and
third prize to California Polytechnic State University.
Design
The 2009 Shell Eco-marathon Americas "Design Award" was presented to the
Brazilian team from Minas Gerais State University. This award recognized
their innovative design research related to ergonomics, aesthetics, choice of
materials and technical feasibility. The originality and overall coherence of
their design were also taken into account.
Communications
This award recognized the Dalhousie University team from Canada, who
made outstanding communications efforts concerning the Shell Eco-marathon.
All actions throughout the year are taken into account: participation at trade
shows, creation of a Web site and all other activities that successfully promote
the competition, its name, its founding principle, its educational aspects, etc.
in the team's country of origin.
Best Team Spirit
The "Best Team Spirit Award" was presented to the George M. Schurr High
School team who fostered cooperation and collaboration among their team
and others at the competition. Not only did they demonstrate initiative to learn
more about other teams and contribute to the morale at the competition, they
lent a tire to another team and helped a team in need whose car wasn't ready
to compete by loaning them one of their vehicles to participate in the
challenge.
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challenge.
Perseverance in the Face of Adversity
The "Perseverance in the Face of Adversity Award" was presented to two
teams - Chitkara Institute of Engineering & Technology in India and Louisiana
State University. Both teams overcame many obstacles in order to make it to
the Shell Eco-marathon Americas - the team from India not only traveled a
very far distance to participate in the event, they also battled many issues
with their vehicle, and the team from LSU overcame the loss of a team
member, who passed away last year. The team dedicated their Shell Ecomarathon project to this team member, even naming their vehicle after her,
Ellen.
The 2009 Shell Eco-marathon Americas event sponsors included Autodesk,
Michelin, Pennzoil and SKF USA Inc. Event photos, complete results and
videos are available at www.shell.com/ecomarathon. And for more information
contact the Shell Media Line at 713-241-4544. For b-roll, visit
www.badertv.com/09ecomarathon via login "shell," password "news."
Shell Oil Company, including its consolidated companies and its share in
equity companies, is one of America's leading oil and natural gas producers,
natural gas marketers, gasoline marketers and petrochemical manufacturers.
Shell, a leading oil and gas producer in the deepwater Gulf of Mexico, is a
recognized pioneer in oil and gas exploration and production technology. Shell
Oil Company is an affiliate of the Shell Group, a global group of energy and
petrochemical companies, employing approximately 104,000 people and
operating in more than 110 countries and territories.
Disclaimer statement
This announcement contains forward-looking statements concerning the
financial condition, results of operations and businesses of Royal Dutch Shell.
All statements other than statements of historical fact are, or may be deemed
to be, forward-looking statements. Forward-looking statements are statements
of future expectations that are based on management's current expectations
and assumptions and involve known and unknown risks and uncertainties that
could cause actual results, performance or events to differ materially from
those expressed or implied in these statements. Forward-looking statements
include, among other things, statements concerning the potential exposure of
Royal Dutch Shell to market risks and statements expressing management's
expectations, beliefs, estimates, forecasts, projections and assumptions.
These forward-looking statements are identified by their use of terms and
phrases such as ''anticipate'', ''believe'', ''could'', ''estimate'', ''expect'', ''intend'',
''may'', ''plan'', ''objectives'', ''outlook'', ''probably'', ''project'', ''will'', ''seek'',
''target'', ''risks'', ''goals'', ''should'' and similar terms and phrases. There are a
number of factors that could affect the future operations of Royal Dutch Shell
and could cause those results to differ materially from those expressed in the
forward-looking statements included in this Report, including (without
limitation): (a) price fluctuations in crude oil and natural gas; (b) changes in
demand for the Group's products; (c) currency fluctuations; (d) drilling and
production results; (e) reserve estimates; (f) loss of market and industry
competition; (g) environmental and physical risks; (h) risks associated with the
identification of suitable potential acquisition properties and targets, and
successful negotiation and completion of such transactions; (i) the risk of
doing business in developing countries and countries subject to international
sanctions; (j) legislative, fiscal and regulatory developments including potential
litigation and regulatory effects arising from recategorisation of reserves; (k)
economic and financial market conditions in various countries and regions; (l)
political risks, project delay or advancement, approvals and cost estimates;
and (m) changes in trading conditions. All forward-looking statements
contained in this presentation are expressly qualified in their entirety by the
cautionary statements contained or referred to in this section. Readers should
not place undue reliance on forward-looking statements. Each forwardlooking statement speaks only as of the date of this presentation, May 4,
2006. Neither Royal Dutch Shell nor any of its subsidiaries undertake any
obligation to publicly update or revise any forward-looking statement as a
result of new information, future events or other information. In light of these
risks, results could differ materially from those stated, implied or inferred from
the forward-looking statements contained in this document.
The United States Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) permits oil
and gas companies, in their filings with the SEC, to disclose only proved
reserves that a company has demonstrated by actual production or conclusive
formation tests to be economically and legally producible under existing
economic and operating conditions. We use certain terms in this presentation,
such as "oil in place" that the SEC's guidelines strictly prohibit us from
including in filings with the SEC. U.S. Investors are urged to consider closely
the disclosure in our Form 20-F, File No 1-32575 and disclosure in our Forms
6-K file No, 1-32575, available on the SEC website www.sec.gov. You can
also obtain these forms from the SEC by calling 1-800-SEC-0330.

SOURCE Shell
Copyright (C) 2009 PR Newswire. All rights reserved
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