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PUBLISHERS' NOTE

BOTH the int=uotional oituation and oertaia pub-
Ii.hing exigenci .. have dictated the prepa",tion Df
this book at a far higher rate ol.peed than we .hould

ha~ liked. W. wi.hed it editorially to bo, and w. believe
it is, a fine, scholarly, genuinely definitiv • ..:\ition of aD
enormollOly important book. If sm"n elTOrnhave crept in,
and we think even thooe are f.w and far between, they are
due solely to the pre<lljureof time.

We cannot pnsoibly th"nk here by name "U th""" who
have a.. i.ted in the taU. The work could not have been
posoible without the devoted help of our editori"l commit-
tee, and notably Dr. Alvio John""", who h"s "'""0" tower
nf strength in many directions. To Mr. George N. Shuster,
who h... laboffll ...ith unwearying effectivOll'" night a.nd
d"y fnr many weekB.our debt is incalculable. Mr. Helmut
Ripperger. on whom" heavy burden'hal! fallen, and various
friends and helper> at the New School for Social Researth
have likewise given without stint of their time and enel"tY
to the transl"tion, Mr. C, H. Hand, Jr., will not iike to
fiod himself w\U! .ingled ont, bnt we cannot ~l(](}k t:h.,
tribut~ ...~ owe him for hill constant effective aid. Two
other .pecial friend. of the enterprise: who h"ve been of
enormous holp, but who by th~ir own wioh .ball be na"",·
tess, w~ none the 1... wi.h here to thank anonymously.
Finally, to Houghton Mifflin Company we wioh to extend
our hearty oa.lulatlon•. We ohould never aolt for more fair_
minded or resourceful collaOO",to", In a publishing enter_
prioe,

E. R.
C. N. H.



INTRODUCTION

THIS;' an occu",te translation of a book which ;.
likely tn remain the most important politi",,1 tract of
our ti=, and which is now for the first tUne ovail_

oble in """,piece form to the A=rican reader. Until now
the only version of Mti" KlJmpf in Englioh has been a con-
densation of tho complete boolr, publiohed in '9JJ, COIl·
wning I....than half of tbe total text.

The Austrian and Czecho-Slovakian eli .... 01 lo.t year,
culminating for the moment io tho pact of Munich, have
awokoned the Amorican public a. never belore to the
oeriouon.,... to th~ world and to thom""lve!! of the Nazi
program, and consequently to the p"""ible .ignificance of
every page 01 th~ book that ""n jn!l1:lybe regarded ... the
Nozi gospel. Here, then. in ito entirety. for the American
people to read and to judg~ for thomselves, is the wOIk
which hal! sold in Germany by tho millions, and which is
probably the beet written evidence of the character, tho
mind, ond the opirit of Adolf Hitler and his "ioV<!mment.

There are undoubtedly passage!! of great hnportan""
which now oppear in Englioh foe tho first time. For exam-
ple. Chaptor V of the condon&edversion left out th~ whole
01 whot Hitler d"""ribes all hi. wartime rellecti"... on
propaganda and on mothods for fighting Marxi.m. W~
hov~ marked ot various poinls in the ten th~ important
no.. matorial. Furthermore, ony abridgment mWlt neces-
sarily foil, io proportion to th~ degree of ils condensa_
tion, to give the full flavor of the author'. mind. Even
the npetitions hove th.ir significance in conveying a....,,,,,
of the character behind them. Mti .. KlJmpji., above aU, a
book of feeli"l.
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Then. too, M.... K~...pf ie a propagandistic .... y by a

violent partillao. As such it oft"" wOrp!lhistorical truth and
&omotim"" ignorf!!!it completely. We have, there/Ott, felt
it our duty to accompany the text ...ith factual information
which conotitutes an ""tenoive critiqu~ of tho origiDaf.
No Amorican would like to ",,"ume responoibility for giving
the public a text which, if not tested in the light of diligent
inquiry, might convey the impression that Hitler waowrit_'iii' hi.tory rather than propaganda. It ia more probable.
however, that we ohall hav~ to face th~ opposite criticism
- that we hov~ ",,"n too impartial, too ohjective, too little
concerned with rebuttal. Tn this ..-e .hould like to reply
that truth, the accurate truth, i. the only argument whicll
in the long run prevail., Ono may talk a fact out of exi.t·
ence for a time, but it somohow survi"",,- We are prepared
to rest our case as editorn on our beli~f in that ultimate
triumph.

One point in particular may need emphaoJo, Large por.
tiono of M.... Kompfare devoted to the question of race ..
a substructure on ...bich to erect on anti.Semitic policy.
We hove not lot th""" passages go unchallenged, but we
hove olso not felt it necessary to include a d,scu","on of race
of our own invention. The greatest anthropologists of the
twontieth century are agreed tbat 'race' io a practically
meaningless word. All oDe can legitimately do, therefore,
io to challenge .totements of 'toce history' ao being fig_
monts of the imagination, and to point out that they..., at
bottom more or less subtle waY" of supporting still m~ ab-
solute and violeot form. of nationalism thaD evon the nine-
teenth century knew. In addition w~ havo made specilic
objection. tn Hitlor's anti_Semitic .tatomenta when: they
contradict known hi.torical facta.

A word nov<concerning the method adopted for th~ pre-
sentation of the not"". As 0 rule..-e ha~put information
relative to the """""'" and origil1llof National Socia1iom



{;"rmao war 11eet. Concentra.tion of the State's entire
me .... of power in the land army.

The result would certainly have been a momentary ~
.triction, but a great and powerful future.

There ..."" a time when England would have permitted
herself to .ngage in discussions such as th • ..,. Sbe under-
stood quite well thst Germany, in ooosequ.nce of her in-
crease in population, had to look fnr ..,me way out. and
would find this eith.r with England's ro-ope",tion in
Enrope, or without England in the world.

It was sttributabl., probably, to this ides that at the tum
of t:h., ""ntury l.tlndon herself tried to approach Germany,
In those dsys th.re appeared for the firnt time that which
we have had an opportunity of observing in a really terrify.
ing manner in these tim"". One '01,," unpl.asantiy aJJected

off again .. argwn""to that ....... ~ difficulties in tho way.
Equally important ... fsetor i, tho growing oimilsrity between
tho R"";"n and the G.=nan rl!gi",.., now olton pointbi out,
During '9:10. a Socisl Democratic commioaion went from c"r·
fIUUIyto atudy the actual achievem..... of the Soviet Iyflem.

Th~ report th.n i..uo<l by ODe01 iIB mombelll, Wiih~Im Ditt·
mann. correepond •• trikingly with any of tho number of reportlI
on the Nan OJ''''''' now being written by oboerve.. of the oam<""...

Rooenberg and nth .... have be.n t<luvim:edthat BritiBh0IlP.
port could be gained lor any serio.. attempt to undermine the
RUSlii... system and therewith stamp out th~"ThirdIntuna·
tiona/ .. a fomenter of world revolution, Tmo IUSOnl for tWo
oooviction "'" u,ually advanced, The filii' is the oupport re-
"",ved by White Rusoian """'lutionist. from EngliBh IIOU","",
which OIlpport hall occaoion&1lybeen delieett<l to Hitler. The
oorood ;" tho feud long oin", inprogress between certoin Britiob
linanden and the Soviet Iyfleol. Sir Henry Deterding, th~oil
UIag1UI.te, .... themool manif ... t of the parti""", orGermany: Il1Id
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by the idea that now one would have to 'pull the ch""touts
ont of tho fire' for England: o. if on alliance w~re at all COll-
reivahle on a basis other than that of mutual busio"..
transaclionsl Such a husiue .. couid very well have been
d""e with England. British diplomacy wa. still clev.r
enough to know that, withont reciprocal service, no service
could be expected.

Imagine that a clever German foreign policy assumed
Japan's r6Ic in '904, and one Can hordly realize what con",,-
quencea this would have had [or Germany.

It would never ba~ come to a 'World War.'
The blood of the year 1904 would have saved the teofold

amount of the yoa," '9'4 till '918.
But what po.i'ion ...ouid Germany have in the world

today?
To be sure, th. alliance with Austria wa. an absurdity in

that "",se.
Because this mummy of a State did not unite with Ger-

many in order to fight a war, but rather for the conserva·
tion of eternal peace, which thon could have ",,"n deverly
used for the slow but certain e"tinction of the Gorman na·
tion in the monarchy.

Thi. alliance, however, wa. an impossibility, for the rea-
son that one could not e:<pect official representation of
national German int.=t. on tho part 01 a State, so long as
it had not .'·en the power and the d.terminatioo to make

the reader can 'u,mise the ",;"ence 01 otbe' conne<t;on$ if be
otudi., O~,,<Ivuatui &rn<any, by Lord Londonderry. Doubt_
1... a more importantlactor h... been the Bn'i'h endeavor '0
deflect a wor- if there must be war- from we,tero Europe.
Yet, home,,"' willing Loodon might be to iet Ce"""ny become
entangled in the East, the chances have JlTO"""I i... and I...im_
preMive thst any .upport for ouch 0 maneuver would be forth_
coming.
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